Fernandez, Sabrina E (GEN COUNSL)
From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Vann, Ashley
Monday, September 17, 2018 12:04 PM
Dawn Champagne
Doyle, Courtney;Lacy, Bill;Scott, George;Fox, Rebecca;Susan Gesoff
Re: Conflict is unresolved

Ms. Champagne,
When I read this email to the Board late on the eveni..n.g of September 6th, I felt it rnischaracterized the course of
events and contained a mistaken account of our March 22nd phone conversation. Furthermore, I have always
been willing to and have continued to want to speak with you to fully address our issues, however, I now know
from our Board President that in order to resolve our issues you have wanted an apology for the way I spoke to
you at SLI this summer. My tone in that conversation was inappropriate and unprofessional, and for that I truly
apologize.
Hopefully now we can move forward and work with together, along side our fellow board members, to advance
policies and practices that will ensure an excellent education for our students and a secure work environment for
our staff in Katy ISD.
Ashley D. Vann
Secretary

Katy ISD Board of Trustees
On Sep 6, 2018, at 8:59 PM, Dawn Champagne <DawnChampagne(a),KATYISD.ORG> wrote:
Dear Fellow Katy ISD Trustees,
I know that you all realize that I feel that there is a conflict caused by Ashley Vann. I also know
that this conflict was discussed in closed meeting, without me. I would like you all to know my
side of this issue.
I wanted to resolve this with Ashley, apart from the board and Dr. Hindt. I had tried with
Courtney and Ashley multiple times to arrange for a meeting with just the three of us. Ashley
refused to meet with me without Dr. Hindt. I did not understand why she was so insistent on his
presence. He did nothing wrong. As you will read later, Ashley is the only one that caused this
conflict. The last two offerings of meetings were to include not only Dr. Hindt, but also Justin
Graham.
There have been two disturbing conversations with Ashley that were practically the same, but
held at two different times. The first occurred before I was a board member, and the second,
after I was a board member.
The first conversation occurred on Thursday, March 22, 2018, when I was a candidate running
for Katy ISD School Board. Ashley called me and asked what my relationship was with a
particular community member that had recently come into the spotlight and was seen to be a very
negative person. I explained that this person lived across the street with his parents for the first
few years of the ten or eleven years that his parents lived there. His parents had moved about
three years earlier, and their son, had not lived there in over ten years. Ashley asked me why this
person was friends with me on FaceBook. I told her I didn't realize this, and was grateful that
she told me. Ashley then asked me why I was listed
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· Ashley knew the grade level of this student and the campus that she attended. I told
Ashley that I knew that there was allll the grade that she mentioned, but I didn't know the
• • lname and did not know that she even lived in Katy still. I hadn't seen the ~
over
ten years. I told her I was concerned if I truly wa
because I
wouldn't even know what this girl looked like any more, and did not even know her name. I
asked Ashley how she received this information. Ashley replied that she had her ways.
I was disturbed by this conversation and shared it with the six members of my campaign
tea.-rn. As a citizen, I 'thought that maybe the President of the School Board was privy to the
school records of the District's students. So, my campaign team and I decided that we should
move on with the campaign, and hoped that fuis would not be brought up again. I did not want
to be associated with this community member. I was very worried that if word got out that I was
on his student record
my campaign would be hindered. This
inforrnation plagued me during my entire campaign. I was worried that Ashley would use this
infom1ation against me.
On June 14, 2018, after I was elected, and while a~
Ashley once again
confronted me with the question of why I was the . . . . . . . . . on fuis person's
I once again explained to her that I did not know I w~
and had not been in contact with the am.ily for over ten years, I was
shocked that she would bring fuis up again. I asked her how she \Vas aware of this information.
She once again stated that she had her ways.
Following this conversation, I began researching the TASB resources that I had become aware of
during my TASB training. I realized that it v.ras inappropriate for a School Board Trustee to
share student information with another member of the community, especially during an election,
and use student records to intimidate a school board candidate.
As I studied more and served more, I became increasingly aware of how severe fue release of
student information by a public official to a candidate during a campaign was. When the offered
meetings began to include Katy ISD's attorney, this increased my awareness of the severity of
these actions.
I am hoping with fuis email that you will realize that I truly wanted to work things out with
Ashley. I want to do what is right and just for all of the community members of Katy ISD, and
this includes protecting information on students records. Hopefully, this will not occur again.
Thank you for your time.
Dawn Champagne
Katy ISD Trustee
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